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STUDENTS TO RAISE MONEY 
FOR UM EXCELLENCE FUND
MISSOULA—
Parents are used to hearing the plea "send money" from their college-age 
children. But May 2-17, University of Montana students will be phoning alumni 
around the country to ask for money not for themselves but for their university.
The two-week phonathon will conclude the un ivers i ty 's  annual Excellence 
Fund drive to raise money from private contributors for programs not fu l ly  
supported by state funds. Money from the Excellence Fund supports l ibrary 
acquisitions, scholarships, special faculty research projects, alumni programs 
and other special projects.
Phonathon coordinator Monie Smith, assistant director of the UM Foundation, 
which conducts the drive, said that while the phonathon is  mainly directed toward 
out-of-state alumni, students will also phone alumni in Montana who have not 
previously been contacted. Smith expects this year 's  phonathon to net the 
Excellence Fund more than $35,000. Last year 's  phonathon brought in about $31,000.
Greg Fosse of Great Falls and Heidi Van Diest of Missoula, student managers 
of the phonathon, said about 240 UM students and 50 faculty and staff members will 
be involved in the effort. Student callers will be grouped into five-member teams, 
with four teams call ing each night They will compete for both team and individual 
prizes for the most pledges and dollar amounts.
Prizes for the overall winners and nightly quota winners are being donated by 
Missoula area businesses.
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